Two Development Funding Opportunities for
Welsh Orienteering Clubs

To all club secretaries:

The current economic climate means that funding avenues are being tightened.  We were unsuccessful in gaining extra funding from SportWales and have already had notice that future funding will only be given to those governing bodies that “can clearly demonstrate how they can contribute to Welsh Assembly Government targets whilst delivering value for money”. This means “developing strong relationships with SportWales’ Active Young People programmes and Local Authorities and working with these agencies to develop opportunities to increase club membership and create sustainable club development programmes”.

While other regions may have professional development officers, here in Wales we (the clubs) will have to find ways of building these links through volunteer effort if we are to continue to receive any public funding. Some clubs are already making progress as is evident from their rising membership figures. 

British Orienteering Funding:
British Orienteering has been sympathetic to our plight and has given the WOA a budget of £2000 a year for 3 years (subject to funding being available) to spend on club development projects.  Following discussions at the recent WOA meeting it was decided that this year  we would use part of this funding to hold an annual Development Conference for all the Welsh clubs to come together to share good practice, learn about successful innovative ideas from elsewhere and build sound club development plans. This Development Conference will be held on Saturday September 18th from 10am – 4pm at the Coed y Brenin Visitor Centre near Dolgellau. The main theme for this year’s conference will be Publicity with plenty of opportunity for all to contribute ideas. A short practical orienteering activity will also be provided during the day so that everyone can get their orienteering fix!

We hope that all clubs will encourage several members, including juniors, to attend as club development needs a wide range of input.  Refreshments and lunch will be provided and we hope to be able to contribute towards travel costs (dependent on overall costs and numbers attending). Further details for the day will be sent nearer to the date once the final programme has been settled.

The remaining money (up to a maximum of £400 per club) will be available to clubs that had at least 2 members attending the Development Conference, to bid for to assist with publicity related to projects which are part of the club’s development plans. The closing date for applications for this funding will be the end of October – 6 weeks after the conference to give clubs time to discuss and develop plans following the conference.

WOA development funding (Croeso money):
In addition to B O funding, WOA set aside £6000 from Croeso 2008 (up to £1500 is available each year) to assist clubs in development projects up to 2012. A small Grants Sub- committee consisting of the Chairman, Treasurer and another committee member will consider the applications once a year with the closing date of August 31st. 

In 2009 SBOC was the only club to submit an application so their application was funded in full.  If your club wants to get a share then you must put in an application to the WOA treasurer, John Butler by August 31st.  All applications will be considered by the development subcommittee.

Guidelines for both applications:
Clubs may apply for a grant of up to 50% of qualifying expenditure as a “one-off” for projects that aim to increase club membership and participation. 

Priority will be given to applications that support or enhance longer term, sustainable club development plans.

Application forms can be downloaded from the WOA website: http://www.woa.org.uk/documents1.htm
Copies of the club’s audited accounts for the previous year and the Club Development Plan for 2010 – 2013 should be submitted in support of the application.

Note: 

There are 2 different application forms and 2 different deadlines:

August 31st for the WOA (Croeso money)

October 31st for the BOF development money but applications still to John Butler (not to BOF)

For more information contact WOA chairman Helena Burrows on 01407 710528 or via email: Helena@alma-hall.myzen.co.uk

